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Planning the 2021-22 School Year
Considerations: 

- Academic & Social emotional effects of the last sixteen months of school, especially 
those who were remote

- Increasing CoVid numbers regionally and locally

Guidance: 

● CDC guidance as of 7/9/21, 8/4/21, 8/5/21
● NYS DOH Guidance for 21-22 still has not been released, despite 7/7 email stating it was 

forthcoming
○ Early August:: “We will not release guidance.”

● NYSED:  Released guidance on August 12 that echoed CDC guidance
● Gov Hochul 8/24: State DOH Guidance WILL be forthcoming and will include:

○ Mask mandate; 
○ Vaccination or testing for all school staff; 
○ Access to testing will be available and convenient



Legal Counsel & District Liability Insurance 
Company Weigh In

August 2021 Insurance (NYSIR): To minimize liability, Districts need to follow CDC 
guidance. 

August 2021: Legal Counsel (Shaw, Perelson) Brief: In absence of NYS DOH, Districts 
should follow CDC guidance to limit liability. 

“So how does that apply 
to my child?”



Reopening Plan Instructional Shifts 

Directive from state and national education departments as well as health 
department/CDC is clear: Bring all students in for in-person instruction. 

Full time Remote Choice will no longer be offered. 

● If there is a concern about the medical fragility of an individual student, parents 
can reach out to the PPS Department x32350

Grades K-5
(Not vaccine eligible)

Students assigned to homerooms; they will remain in 
classroom for all core content areas, but travel for specials, 
lunch, recess, PLTW, etc
● 3-5 Departmentalization for Writing, Reading, Math: For 21-22, due 

to the pandemic and looking to continue to reduce both staff and 
student exposure, we will continue to limit our full 
departmentalization structure. Each homeroom class will have two 
teachers providing instruction during the day.  (We will revisit 
returning to full departmentalization as the pandemic declines, 
vaccines become available, and for next school year)

Grades 6-8  
(Vaccine eligible - 6th 
are 11 turning 12)

Students will rotate classes throughout the day

In-School Day (K-5, 6-8)



Instructing Quarantined or Isolated Students

Grades K-6

Students will be given at-home work and 
assignments, including instructional software 
assignments. 

Students will receive one hour of live one on one 
or small group remote instruction each day they 
are out, while they are out.  This will be conducted 
by a certified teacher; curriculum will echo that 
which is being taught in the classroom. 

Upon return to school, students will receive an 
additional hour of before or after school in-person 
instructional support for each day not in school 
due to quarantine. Again, the curriculum will 
target that which was taught while they were out, 
with the goal of a seamless transition back into 
the classroom. 

Grades 7-8

Students will live stream into their courses 
during the day as well as be given at-home 
assignments. 

Notes: 

*Exception: If sick, children will not be expected to log in. 

*To be marked “present” students would need to 
participate in the live remote instruction sessions. 

Remote Instruction at the Elementary (K-6) Level: Not ideal for individual students, for teachers teaching methods 
(teaching both in-person & remote at same time), nor for the class as a whole.  We believe we can do better. 

But what if the whole 
class is quarantined or 

school closes?!
We will develop closed remote schedules. These 
schedules will be communicated by the end of 

September. 



Reopening Plan Additional Shifts 
Student Seating

3 feet apart

Hallway Movement

Students will be taught to “stay to the right” 

6-8 hall will be one way traffic between class periods, at least to start the year 

Clubs

We plan for clubs to occur at both ES & MS

Sports

Continue to offer sports, within guidelines (there are indoor vs outdoor sporting requirements)

Bathrooms

Number of stalls = Number of Students

Health Surveys/ Screening

Surveys and screenings are no longer required, however we still ask that 
parents check their children before coming to school and KEEP THEM 
HOME if exhibiting ANY symptoms consistent with CoVid-19. 

Temperatures will still be taken for all individuals entering our buildings.

Districts are no longer to submit daily number to the State DOH CoVid 
Report Card.  



Buildings & Grounds

● Same cleaning and sanitization protocols as last year
○ During the day, special attention to high touch surfaces (railings, 

doorknobs, etc)
● Community Use

○ Outdoor: Available
○ Indoor (Evenings): To ensure all spaces properly cleaned and sanitized 

each day, there will be no evening community use 
■ District sponsored evening events (Back to School Night, PTSA 

meetings/events, STEM Fair, etc), we still plan to hold, depending on 
circumstances. 

○ Indoor Community Use (Friday night and Weekend Events)
■ Wil be considered on a case by case basis

Location: Cafeteria & Recess
Cafeteria: 

● Breakfast & Lunch will again be served in the cafeteria
● Distance between students maximized (min 3 feet, max 6 feet) 
● Assigned seats for contact tracing purposes 

○ Student will be able to choose where they sit and will have 
opportunities to change occasionally during the year. 

● Depending on number of students quarantined, down the road 
classes may have to rotate use of the cafeteria vs lunch in another 
spot in order to get to six foot distancing

Recess

● Return to full grade level outside recess (no zones)



Location: School Bus

Masks REQUIRED by the CDC on all public transportation, including school 
buses. 

Return to regularly scheduled bus loads, however focus will be on keeping 
families/neighborhoods in closer proximity.  (assigned seating)

Will continue the added ventilation mitigation strategy of open windows & 
hatches. 

Continue regular bus assignments only, no change (other than regular routine 
change such as childcare). 

Identification of First Contacts & Who Must 
Quarantine 

Individuals who were within six feet of a Covid-19 positive individual for a cumulative total of 15 minutes 
over a 24 hour period will be identified as a first contact. 

First contacts must quarantine for ten days from date of last exposure, UNLESS: 

- The individual is vaccinated (unless they develop symptoms)

- The individual is within 3 months of a CoVid diagnosis.

- The individual is a student who was at least 3 feet from the infected individual AND both 
students were wearing well-fitting masks correctly and consistently. 

All individuals identified as first contacts will be notified, along with their quarantine requirement 
status. 

**If not masked, DOH has indicated that entire class would be quarantined for each case within the 
classroom (unless vaccinated). 



Masking 
Main Goal: Keep as many students as possible in school for in-person instruction as MUCH as possible. 

Considerations When Making this Decision: 

● Health and Safety of ALL students and staff

● Potential for liability if don’t follow CDC

● Gov Hochul has indicated that a mask mandate is forthcoming

● DOH has indicated that if Districts do not mandate masks, they will quarantine entire class. Parent choice would 
mean if one student masked, and another not, then both would need to quarantine.  That is one parent making a 
choice for another person’s child. 

THEREFORE: 

All individuals, regardless of vaccination status, will be required to be masked when indoors on school grounds and on 
buses. 

Adults meeting with other adults who are all vaccinated may choose to remove their masks.

Masks will NOT be required outside for any individuals. 

** UPDATE 8/27: NYSDOH sent a Mask requirement for all individuals  while on school grounds. 

Mask Breaks 
Principals will work with Staff to create protocols for mask breaks. 

● Outdoors if possible

● Create groups for mask breaks, where students taking a break at the same time are more than 6 
feet apart

● Small individual minute breaks will be allowed, but monitored to ensure individuals within 3 feet 
are not taking break at the same time. 

There is hope: July 7, 2021 NYDOH: Masks on students in classrooms were HIGHLY 
recommended, but not mandated. Vaccinated adults did NOT need to mask.   (This is when 
rates were low/moderate.)



Vaccination Status

Greenwood Lake UFSD will provide an avenue for individuals to provide proof of their 
CoVid-19 vaccination status. 

● Students: Copy of card to School Nurse
● Staff: Copy of card to Theresa Finn. 

As of 8/26:  Reporting vaccination status to the District will NOT be mandatory, however to 
qualify for not having to quarantine, vaccination status will need to be proven.  If 
vaccination information is not provided, the individual must be treated as an unvaccinated 
individual and would be quarantined. 

● Note: Gov Hochul has indicated that mandatory vaccination or frequent testing of all 
school staff is forthcoming.  Staff should begin preparing for this now. 

Returning to School: Medical Notes
Return to school after CoVid diagnosis/isolation:

At least ten days from onset of symptoms

Doctor’s note required to return to school

DOH clearance

Return to school after quarantine: 

Ten days after date of exposure

DOH clearance form

Sent home w/ symptoms OR Parent keeps child home sick w/ CoVid-like 
symptoms

- Doctor’s note diagnosing something other than CoVid and indicating a return 
to school date



Layered Mitigation Strategies

What The District Will Do: What Families Can Do: 

● Merv-13 Ventilation
● Handwashing
● Sanitizer
● Cleaning/ Sanitization
● Contact tracing
● Be mindful of physical 

distancing (3 ft)
● Masks

● Keep child home if exhibiting 
ANY symptoms of CoVid-19

● If eligible, get vaccinated
● If providing a mask for your 

child, it must be fitted to their 
face (the District will have 
enough supply to provide 
masks to all students). Ones 
that are too loose or hanging 
will not be acceptable. 

Public Statements/ Questions & Answers

* How ensure mask breaks?  

We will create protocols that ensure all students get breaks during the day.  Any parent concerned their child is 
reporting they aren’t getting a break, please reach out to the building principal or me immediately. 

*Rate of quarantine out of the cafeteria 

Yes, we expect that the cafeteria will be one of the few locations where students could be quarantined after 
exposure.  We will be monitoring this and adjusting implementation accordingly.  Our goal is to keep as many 
students in school for in person instruction as long and as often as possible.   The OCDOH Health Commissioner 
sent out an order today (8.27) that requires 6 feet while eating.  We expect this will change, but will be updating 
our plan immediately to meet that requirement until it is changed. 

* Will there be late buses again for MS/HS?

Yes, that is our opening plan right now.  We will revisit this if necessary due to staffing shortages or quarantines. 


